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over the operations of the General Government, and pro
tecting their citizens from unconstitutional the
one hand, and securing to them on the other, a strict ful-

filment of the obligations imposed by the Constitution
upon the General Government.

Resotud, That the eople of North Carolina, as an
organized political community, have the right to se-

cede or withdraw from the Cuion. whenever a majority
of the people, in Convention assembled, shall decide a
withdrawal necessary, to protect their property or persons
from unconstitutional and oppre.-.siv- e legislation by the
General Government; or whenever, by the failure of the litical chess-boar- d at members Con
General Government to fulfil her constitutional obliga
tions, the people of the State may deem such a step nec-

essary, in order to secure the enjoyment of the rights, privi- -
leges and protection guarantied to them by the Constitn-tio- n

of the United .States; anil in such an emergency, a
majority of the people of North Carolina, acting through
the organized authorities of the Slate, would be entitled .

to the sole and undivided allegia ice of all her citizens.

The above Resolutions of the minority being be- - '

fore the Senate ana Committee of the Whole, Mr. She-par- d

spoke as follows :

It was my intention, Mr. Chairman, at the com-

mencement of this debate to have remained silent,
and to have permitted, so far as I was concen e ', he
Report and Resolutions of the minority speak for
themselves. They speak a plain language one which
which cannot be misunderstood, and I am jjlad they
do so. It is time our public men and our legislative
documents should cease "to palter in a double sense."
I would have adhered to this intention, had 1 not
found my humble efforts frequently alluded to by
gentlemen who have spoken, and my previous re-

marks misunderstood ami misapprehended.
At the commencement of the session, Mr. Chair-

man, I felt it my duty to lay before the Legislature
a series of resolutions, involving what 1 thought the
rights and duties of the people of North Carolina.
These resolutions were referred to a joint select com-

mittee of both Houses ; and allhouoh believe there
is no essential difference of opinion between the
majority of the committee and myself, the majori-
ty prelerred reporting back to the Senate a series of
resolutions which aim at reaching the object which 1

tlcsired in mine not along the high-wa- y of nations,
which is open and free to all, who have the boldness
and courage to enter upon it, but through bye-way- s,

over hedges and ditches, in which many of the parties
will finally be swamped, and never perhaps reach the
object desired.

Let us, Sir, regard for a moment the present con-

dition of the Southern country. To my mind it pre-

sents a most melancholy picture, one which fills me
with the mGit gloomy forebodings. It is no pleasure
to me to speak on this subj ct ; I do so with the great-
est reluctance. Yiewed in any manner in which
h presents itself to my mind, I regard the question
ot negro slavery as it affects the future condition not
only of the State hut of the whole Union, as the
most deeply interesting and difficult problem which
can he presented to the mind of man. I should des-

pise myself coald for a moment he willing to con-

nect this great question, involving the condition, the
happiness, and existence itself of millions of human
beings, with the rise and fall of parties, either in the
State or Union. No Sir, wish to God I had polit-
ical influence to induce the people of North Carolina
to look at this matter solely and exclusively as a State
question not as Democrats or Whigs, but as an in-

telligent community of freemen, intrusted with the
future welfare of untold thousands of human beings,
who must look to them and them alone, for counsel
and protection, amidst the difficulties and dangers
which an injudicious management of ibis great ques-
tion must unavoidably bring upon them.

There is a weak and silly practice indulged in by
many persons, who, whenever this groat and perplex-
ing subject is referred to, instead cf seeking a reme-
dy for its solution, content themselves with trite and
insane euloiiums of the Union. Were a physician
called to visit a patient whose symptoms indicated
the approach of a dangerous and fatal disease, to con-

tent himself simply with extravagant praises of the
blessings and benefits of health, the patient would
probably die, and the public would think the doctor
a quack. What, then, should they think of those po-

litical physicians, who cannot avoid knowing that a
vast majority of the States are hos-

tile to the institution of slaver that this majority
has now or will shortly have undisputed sway over
the general government, and yet these political duc-to- ra

prescribe nothing hut lnion, Union !

We all admit the Union to be a great blcssinrr, as
peace and harmony are infinitely preferable to confu-
sion and disorder ; but the true question for a sensi
ble man to decide, is this I'nion most likely to he
preserved and perpetuated by a tame submission to
injustice and wrong, or by a bold and unqualified as-

sertion of your rights and duties T Were the South-
ern peopl united among themselves, there would be
infinitely less difficulty in settling this .question.
Could all the States interested in slavery lay aside
for a time their petty party squabbles, and eternal
quibbles upon the meaning of the C onstitution, and
in Convention assembled demand from the other States
such an amendment of the Constitution as would pre-
vent forever all political agitation of this subject, we
would have no more trouble with it, and the whole
country would go on in an harmonious career of hon-
or and prosperity. But unfortuately. Sir, disunion at
home and union abroad seem to he our melancholy
fate. Y"ou may buy off for a time Northern aggres-
sion by sacrifices to union, but you never will ohtain
permanent tranquillity by such a course. The hardy
and plundering Gaul periodically returned to the gates
of Rome as long as gold was offered him for his for-

bearance, but when the sword of the patriot was
thrown into the scale which weighed the tribute, he
learned to cease his depredations. So it will ba with
these Nor hern fanatics on the snbjt el ofslavtry. They
never will cease their aggressions upon the institu-
tions of the South until we convince them, in the
most unmislakeable manner, that we mean to de-

fend our rights with those arms and resources which
the God of nature has placed in our possession. And
Sir, unless the people can be rallied to this defence
under authority of State institutions and State
interposition, it is perfectly idle to talk ol any de-

fence.
I have not the least particle of hope for the South

from any action of Congress. The result of the last
session would, I should suppose, convince every iin- -

lost
arena, and must always continue to do so. Such
are the influences of wealth and power
in Washington, that some of the sturdiest champions

C 4- - .1 - . . . .oi ouuuiern rignis interests nave become sud
nly and unaccountably convinced that we omrht to
be satisfied and contented with the late compromise.i.u,...i. I . n i - ... ....

priety upon beauties Union and the Coustitu
tion ; proving beyond doubt and by most con-
clusive and patriotic arguments, that Constitution
may get into the Union, but when

us bonds; the grave of our rights afford
no shelter from its persecutions.

Can you doubt this. Sir? If you do, at the
last compromise. Can there possibly ever again oc-
cur an for Congress to settle this
controversy with all the parties'? North
Carolina, nearly the unanimous of her
Legislature, and afterwards the other Southern States
in Convention at Nashville, called upon Congress to
adhere the compromise she herself had establish-
ed upon admission of and which was
greatly to the of the North. This was not
only utterly but Mr. rennted

of the Missouri was the foremost

may go on the floor of Congress
until she has nothing leu worth contending The
next upon us will be the emancipation of the
slaves in the District of Columbia, and the snpnres- -
fiinn rf ri alie A t ... .1 .

ern man who mav coax the South to
even President of United States. '

Wecannt doubt, Mr. that this the

their own publications. Ii was hut the other day, I resist.
saw an artiele in the Tribune newspaper of New 1 hold itto he a plain principle of Constitutional
York, the organ of the abolitionists, advising the
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higher law advocate, has a majority of the New York
members his avowed champions, and the balance ad-

mitting the purity and justice of his motives, merely
doubting their expediency. Mr. Webster, the cbam- -
pion of the Constitution, has been deleated through
bia friends in law-lovin- g .Massachusetts; Ohio is in
the hands of the freesoilcrs. Here are three leading
.Northern States, powerful from their position, their
numbers, and their wealth, under the direction of a

who acknowledges no control over blind fa- -

naticism. A new move will be made upon the i o- -

Washington; of

anu

be

ana

gress will become excessively excited ; they will
make the most violent speeches; they may even limit
the duration of the Union, as one gentleman did last
winter, to one little fortnight. In the midst of all this
storm and filly, some genth man, animated by the t
intense and patriotic devotion to the Union, will rise
in his seat and propose a compromise, the amount of
which will he the abolitionists will gain a large part
of w hat they contended for, and we, by submission,
will signalise our love of Union.

And Sir, should we reject the Resolutions of the
minority will we not invite the very course I have
here predicted will we not proclaim to these peo-

ple that we ackiiowlege no right in the people of
North Carolina to withdraw from the Union for any
purpose whatever? say the gentlemen on the
other side, although we do not admit the right of se-

cession, we will rebel rr revolutionise.
I will now proceed, Mr. Chairman, in reply to the

gentlemen from Chatham and Guilford, and explain
this doctrine of rebellion and revolution, and show
that it will not answer their purposes ; and if it
means any tiling practical or useful, it must he pre-

ceded by secession. In fact, the gentleman from Chat-
ham admitted that he differed from me only in words.
Now, Sir, I would ask that gentlemen if this is a time,
when the thief or robber is in the house,
about the mode objecting him !

I am not advocating secession at this time. I mere-
ly the right for the people of North Carolina,
and I say, it is necessary they should now assert it,
that should a crisis ever unfortunately arise when it

shall be necessary for them to use it, they may under-
stand how, and in what way, they must defend them-
selves.

I will not follow the gentleman from Chatham into
his investigation into the old Confederation; we don't
differ on that subject. I understand the gentleman to
admit the true of our present government,

las slated by Mr. Madison and Mr. Livingston, to he
in the words of the latter, " partly popular, acting
directly on the citizens of the several States partly
frderative, depending for its existence and action on

' Legislature is expeditions.
gentlem tn further admitted, that North Carolina had
a right to oppose her strength and her sovereignty "
to the aggressions of the General Government, but
this, he contended, was a revolutionary and not
a rihl ot secession.

It is safest, Mr. Chairman, in all rsies, be-

fore you commence the discussion, to settle the mean-
ing of the terms you mean to use. 1 have never
contended that secession wasa right derived from the
Constitution. I in my resolutions, i: is a right the
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I said. it best to settle meaning of
words, let us examine hat the meaning of the words
revolution and rebellion. Johnston, the best de-fin-

of meaning of words, says revolution
a change of government in a State or country;"

rebellion defines, insurrection against lawful
authority." Thus in England, !68d, it was called
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it is their to obey the enacted by ; who
Should they object to any law, only appeal should proper ; and no doubt, I he believed
Congress refuse to repeal to the State of North Carolina ad a political power had
and that forcible resistance by wheth-- j a right to forcibly the general
er under Mate authority or not, treason. 1 his command citizens to her, he never would
Sir, is what is meant this passage of the Report
of this minority, to which tne gentleman from

impartial

Congress.

Supreme

he
ham so objected, truth Sir, too much respect for Badger's

denied. The Report this language : I to believe he be
Should the State of Carolina admit she j defence of opinions, made the from

has no under to withdraw ; Guilford, much he may be the
fiom the Union, hut must for her protection upon of his

has her natural rights, resort will exhaust the patience of the Senate and
or she releases thereby her own j own strenoth illustrating what must appa- -

eitizons all allegiance obey her commands rent, that if the State has exercise of
if has parted with all her has sovereignty in resisting the Federal Government, as

no claim obedience in an emergency. She admitted, she must have the accessories of that
may the of revolt sovereignty ; among the least which, is the

all the disatiecteu our. right to declare what shall uonstitnte treason against
in doing so, she admits she is guilty of treason, and j her authority. If the Guilford

her fortunes uriy share the fate of therefore, reflected a little upon the necessary
This Sir, 1 maintain is strictly Constitn- - j sequences of his own principles, he might spar-tion-al

language, too plain to require the force of ed himself all and terror he manifested
and the people of State assert at the undertaking to pronounce who should

right to withdraw the Union, as first be considered traitors and against her rd

asserting the of revolution, they must thorny.
the Union submit its and j The gentleman from read to the

penalties, no State authority can any. extracts, from Mr Madison's letter to
thine r Mr. Y ebster in reply to Mr.
Hayne, M I maintain that between submission to the
decision of constituted tribunals and revolution
or then: is no middle ground there is no
ambiguous condition, allegiance half rebel- - tically the meaning of and weigh- -
lion." 1 would, therelore, say gentleman from
Cha if is in earnest willingness lo re-

sist oppression of the General Government
the whole strength sovereignty of the

State," he quit the to do it. He must eith-
er remain in the obedience
to its laws, or go of it and under ban-

ner of his State; he cannot, in an emergency
two he must make up his mind to
the question of ancient Pistol, " under which
Bezonian, speak or

It to tne, Chairman, that gentle-
men w ho deny the right of secession, hut contend

the natural of revolution, have got into
confusion of ideas, not adverting the source
and origin of our Government. notions are rather
Unglish than American. In Kugkiud the doctrine is

Parliament is omnipotent. It is the and
origin all On the contrary, in Caro-
lina, we proclaimed the people the of
power, and our Governments, both Slate and Federal,
are established upon principle. Neither

or the Legislature can lawfully use
which has not been delegated to them in their res-
pective Constitution ; and they do, become
usurpers, and trench upon liberties of the people.

our Mate alfairs, remedy lor any usurpations
the and action the several That of the easy and inter--

right,

controve

ol people of the State are nearly, if entirely
and a change of the members of

Legislature may back the State Government to
lis limits. Not sn with Homrress.
to that iy the Carolina a consolidated v"m"t a bill the.in minoritv. hv nk- - ! Iew an'--

7- J ' reserving themselves V nHrc nr roan doubtful :
0 n'i y v V nu I V II k t UIIU

feeling and interest the sections
subject of slavery are widely different and daily be-

coming more so. Sir, I would ask what reme
dy have people of Norlh Carolina, should

ami i! they never il, it must still gress usurp powers delegated,
with them; otherwise our Government is not one of ' withdraw, and say in hue Jcdcra nun Gentle-compac- t,

with only poweis delegated by the people, may say an unconstitutional law is not binding
but one consolidation. i the Tourl it. That very

I'his not only a necessary, but unavoidable, true, the law may be unjust, and onstitu- - ihooa
inference; and is no to s.iy, that secession tion violated, and the question cannot be he- -

destroy the government. Undoubtedly
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fore tiie Supreme Court: for instance, suppose Con
gress the fugitive slave Can the Supreme
Court take cognizance of such a breach of the
of and an express requisition of the Con-
stitution ! It it can, ad if some gentle-
man point out the process. The sins of

are sometimes as Ihe sins of commis-
sion and when Government fails to do
it is egregous to look to other of
redress than the patriotism of the

the divine Kings, to a government by ; Alexander Hamilton, a high authority in matters of
King, and Commons; our revolution once said that without its means
was justly so called, because the govern- - of corruption, the could not exist,
ment of this country from the British and 1 suspect, Sir, that a good deal iiiani-veste- d

all authority in the people, and proclaimed fesleij by statesmen towards secession,
them the source of all power, as will seen a appeals to the people, arises more from a fear
reference to the first section of our bill of of losing the loaves and fishes, than from any

says ' all political power is vested in and de-- ! apprehension that the people will aught to
rived from only." j endanger their own liberty. The Federal

Now, Sir, I have heard of Ivat four original ment at this time, by means of its enormous revenue,
of government, viz: The the aristocrat- - md the prodigality with it is squandered,
ic, the democratic Or a mixture of these command the services of aspiring genius. To the
three. The people universally prefer- - 'ambitious, she oilers official station the

have
what they call

us to the other
they when ready a

I presume, Sir, from
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honorable gentleman Guilford,
In th neoole of North Caro- -

I confirmed this presumption from fact, i;,,,, ; ,!,;, canacitv as a political ceinmu- -
they ail contend that they do not mean to leave njty, a rigTit to resist oppressive act of the
Union, but to within it, which nothing ,reneral Government' " they but

more than rebellion, or insurrection against lawful t revolution, and not ssion as a guaran-authorit- y;

for if they do notmean to leave Union, tie( hy tie Constitution." I never knew
it a misnomer to speak of the right revolution. ; t,e of Norlh Carolina derived their rights
They certainly not expect to remain in the Union, from the Constitution of the United Stales. I
and change its form of government. their freedom as an inh rent inalienable

It apparent then, Sir, the gentlemen from J rjuht derived from the gift an
Chatham and Guilford, the right revolution ; amt bountiful Creator. In the monarchical nations of
mean right rebellion, if any such right can be j Kl)r0pe the royal bounty grants to the humble petition
said exist. j nj-

- nj! gabject, rights and privileges. The people
The right of revolution, or right of the people j Qj America acknowledge no authority, not expressly
alter or change their form government, is a right derived from, delegated by The

Declaration Independence, admit- - man has reversed condition. He
tetl by all our public men, and not denied by any of looks into the of United not
the gentlemen who spoken, although I i to find what rights his constituents have surrendered.
im.ji uiisapprenenaeu application. How this hot rights have been guarantiee to mein. ljeav- -

exercised bv Vorib Caro
Una, they are obliged to remain the Union,
passes comprehension. Here. Messrs.
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ulation, an and an occupation in the uncultivated
regions of the South.

Mexico and Central America contain ofacres
of fertile land, admirably adapted black

probably forever remain a wilderness with-
out doubt lhe capacity
of South to tike possession otthis un-
occupied territory ? I would ask him who was that
conquered t and troops those that over- -

run Mexico r Mr. Chairman, Providence points to the
fer'iler egions of Ihe south the permanent a bode of the
black and only which offers

i :. . , ... i.to oi mat ne win ever be elevated
in scale of human beings. forbear. Mr. Chairman.

this matter but if by in
Union, wmi rue vyumoi practically applied to
us, fa-- is inevitable if not in Ihe shot t of
time I have heretofore supposed to posterity
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to me for my allusions what is pleased to
can ine suitors ol the and
Union. So as my went, there great

felt regarding the course of both
papers on the slavery the late discussion
of that subject. I am so familiar with
but I have been reader the

many and I have particulai its course
on subject Southern con-
tending for what they believed to be rights and

of were generally denounced ai dis- -
urmooists, ultraists. Hotspurs, fcc ; the course of
Northern men on the same subject, if condemned at all,

done in the mot soothing and Mr.
said in a on the of Senate last

session, was in habit of investing, not
position of the from Guilford. would deem thousands, but of thousands of dollars in publishing

books and documents m.h.wiu .' """-- ! anawerewhich worthless, merely lo affo.d luciativ.-,,o- f
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LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS.

SENATE.
Friday, January 10,

The met according adjournment.
Messrs. liarrino-er- Sbenard 'V.imurrni innuf mc
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which spread lhat that

they of
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ardor
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right

election. It stated that Gov. Keid
was a Trustee the ballot. com--

and by seen lacked
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There more good
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years

Govern

lecture

Hills,

On of Mr. Brry, a message was sent to
the Commons, proposing to adjourn sine die on the
22d

On motion of Mr. Davidson, the President and
of the Literary Fund requested to inform

the in what Counties the School as
mentioned the lies tinem-- i

. ..

A.i.onl

and

but this

that

and

were

;

nena

ants in aaiu ii.es , auu aiso vvii.ii vouii'ie nave
failed to make returns, and the names of Chair-
men in said Counties.

The Slavery Question.
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of

the unfinished business of yesterday, the ev-

olutions on Slavery.
Mr. offered his Resolutions, submitted

time since, and published in this paper, as an amend-
ment. These Resolutions apj r ve lale '

and the repeal or

malioii to j ask the language fugitive-slav- e

iht ihe consults the ' we
as commentary on the Constitution, our vine to

es It may to moderate to sible." 3d
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Caldwell Burke, moved amend
provide calling a Con-

vention certain contingencies contemplated
third Resolution, take consideration "sol-
emn then devolving State

Government. 1 re
in then aggregate

lo.ib'i iw ti mu v s v t vuo 1 j ) iimj mj s tin. ' j
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Mr tndmeron moved to the third Resolution,
fourth, an I lead a out the

to inconsistent with; il
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. nni
to

or

to

never

a
never

the

emphatic

the
she
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continuance the and adding at end ot
said section, would be inconsistent with her
and safety." Mr. Cameron subsequently withdrew
his motion, when was renewed by Mr. Haiighton.
The Senate out yeas 18, nays 30.

the motion was rejected.
The Senate took a recess till o'clock.

o'clock, P. M.
The accoiding adjournment.

Slavery Question.
Caldwell ot B., (substantially)

his for a Convention, come in by way
ut amendment between the third and lourth

; and said proposition was rejected ayes 15,
noes 30.

Mr. By mini to the third Resolution,
by striking out all the words " North Carolina "
to the word " Union," and inserting will and
to even (as a last resort) to a disruption uf
every tie which binds her to the Union." Sen--

The gentleman from my ate to strike yeas 20, nays So the

what

their

after

The

motion was rejected.
Mr. moved amend said Resolution by

striking out all between the word " " anJ
the words " the abolition, and adding the following

Ihe Southern be able to prevent this . endbangera, lhe end of 8aid would lhedissolution. I have fears .VIby a whatever, r. '.;L..of the U nion." The Senate refused
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out 19, nays 25. So the motion was rejected.
Mr. Bynum the following as an amendment:
Hesulved, That in th? opinion of General As- -

that should the find we united and is government
earnest, she would most consent treal Constitution adopted by the

own

in their ca

This was 21.
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Mr. again offered

moved amend

ought
resist,

Guilford alluded refused

would

yeas
moved

this
believe there

having people

asylum

several States, acting highest sovereign
pacity.

Resolution rejected yeas 20, nays
question taiveii separatelyretire Union, other Resolu,ios, weresuperabundant

space

Resolution,

proposition

mously adopted. They are as follows:
Resolved, That, in the opininon of this General As-

sembly, North Carolina is deeply devoted to the
Union of tiie States, and will to the utmost endeavor
to preserve and perpetuate it, so long as the Union
itself shall secure the great and beniticent purposes
for which it was formed.

Resolved, That while we do not approve of all tiie
provisions of the compromise by Congress, called the
adjustment, still, from a fraternal spirit of forbearance
towards our brethren in ihe States,
and a sincere and heartfelt attachment to the Union,
we are willing to acquiesce in said compromise Ao-esi- ly

faithfully carried out.

third Resolution, as follows, was read

Resolved. That while we are disposed to accept the

said compromise as the work of peace, we deem it a

sacred duty to warn the people of the free Slates
bed, either to amalgamate with blacks, or fly their U,,ict nv further encroachments UDon our
countrv. 1 ask the gentleman I ab u ,non .. v-- of thisl

blow

far
these

not

with

that
j gentleman tens
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their
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So

and
The then :

and to declare explicitly, that in the opinion
General Assembly, North Carolina would and ougni

to regard as entirely inconsistent with her longer con-

tinuance in the Union, the abolition of slavery in the

District of Columbia by Congress without the content

of the slaveholding States, and incompatibly with

their safety and interest; or any act of Congress, pro-

hibiting the citizens of one slaveholding Slate from

removing their slaves to any other slaveholding State;
admit into the Union asor a refusal by Congress to

a State any Territory belonging tojhe United States
on account of the existence of domestic slavery with--

. i . . i . j ,i
in its limits; or any act appiyiwsr me aanravww

I

mischievous principle of the Wilmot Frowise to the

Territories of Utah and New Mexico; or any act

which repeals the recent act for the reclamation of

fugitive slaves, or so modifies the same as essentially

to Impair its efficiency and usefulness.
Mr. Cameron moved to amend by sinking out the


